ResearchResearch is a large
database containing research
funding opportunities worldwide.
You can search for funding
opportunities in different
disciplines and receive e-mail
alerts when new grant schemes
are announced.

ResearchResearch currently
comes in two versions — the full
version which gives you 100%
access and a ‘“lite” version
which gives you access to 1% of
the contents. Although that
doesn’t sound like very much,
the database does contain
thousands of grant schemes
and other funding opportunities.
A lot of these are open to
international researchers. For
example, the European Central
Bank recently invited
applications to participate in its
research visitors program at in
Frankfurt. This program is open
nationals from all countries.

To create an account and
access information about
funding opportunities, simply

visit www.researchresearch.com
and follow the instructions for
setting up your account.
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Message from the Chair

Aswe make ourway through
Autumn session, it isgratifying

to see that the level of
research activity at UOWD

hasincreased. The long list of

Publication Successesbelow
istestimony to the quality of
research that UOWD staff
have undertaken thisyear
together with students, and
colleaguesat other
universties. It’salso an
indicator of the rewardsthat
a productive research

partnership can bring. In light

of this, lwould like to use this
opportunity to highlight two
important issuesabout
research in general. The first
hasto do with engagement
in the research processitself.
There appearsto be a

misconception that research

output by universitiesin the
UAEremainssomewhat low.
My own first-hand
experience hasshown that
the opposite istrue.
Universtiesin the UAEare
very research-active and
also highly efficient in the
research process. Despite a

limited research infrastructure

(national research funding
policy), UAE-based

researchersare very much
presentin the international
research arena. They are
actively engaged in
research projectsand
centres, and publish widely
in journalsand conferences.
The challenge isto ensure
that thisisrecognized both
within our region aswell as
internationally. The second
point  wish to make isabout
the importance of research
partnerships. Considering
the relatively small size of
most universtiesin the UAE, it
isnot alwayspossble for
researchersto accessall the
resources, expertise and
toolsthey need to do their
job. One way of overcoming
thisisto form research
partnershipsbetween
universtiesand busnesses,
and promote collaboration
on projectsthat are of
national sgnificance. It isa
well known fact that
research and development
underpin a successful
knowledge economy.
Therefore, it makessense to
poolresourcesforthe
benefit of society in general.
Inregard to the above two

Publication Successes

Academics at the College of
Business and College of
Graduate Studies have outdone
themselves with the number of
publications in the last couple of
months!

Dr John Simpson has had two
journal articles accepted for
publication. The first, titled
“Financial Integration in
European Banking Markets” will
appear in the Banks and Bank
Systems Journal. The second
article is titled “Cointegration and
Causality in Asian Banking
Systems” and will appear in the
US-based Alliance Business
Research Journal.

Dr Raed Awamleh and Dr Ashraf
Mahate have notched another
journal publication, together with
the previous UOWD Dean, Dr
John Evans. The paper, titled “A
Test of Transformational and
Transactional Leadership Styles
on Employees’ Satisfaction and
Performance in the UAE Banking
Sector” has been published in the
Journal of Comparative
International Management.

Dr Cedwyn Fernandes and Dr
Raed Awamleh have also had a
joint publication titled “Internet
Banking: An empirical investigation
into the extent of adoption by
banks and the determinants of
customer satisfaction in the United
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points, an inter-university
initiative iscurrently under
way to increase awareness
aboutresearch in the UAE
and also promote the
development of research
partnerships. Thisinitiative is
stillin the embryonic stage
and furtherannouncements
willbe made in 2006. Watch
thisspace forupdates... and
keep researching!

Dr Lejla Vrazalic,
Chair, Research Committee

Arab Emirates” which appeared in
the Spring issue of the Journal of
Internet Banking and Commerce. Dr
Fernandes and Dr Awamleh will
also be delivering a paper at the
International Business Research
Conference to be held in Sydney
(Australia) in December on the topic
of “Diffusion of Internet Banking
amongst Educated Consumers in a
High Income non-OECD Country”.
Finally, Dr Fernandes and our
visiting professor, Dr Ajit Karnik,
from the University of Mumbai
(India) will present a joint paper at
the Economic Research Forum
(ERF) in Cairo next month.

(continued on page 2...)




The Autumn Research Seminar
Series continues with regular
seminars held on Monday afternoons
at 4:30pm in the James W.
Langridge Auditorium (Block 15,
Knowledge Village). In addition,
special seminars by visiting fellows
have been scheduled in the coming
months. Please note that due to a
refurbishment, the venue of the
seminars may change in December.

Sunday, November 20, at 3:30pm:
“Wireless Ad-Hoc Control Networks”
— Fazel Naghdy (UoW, Australia)

Monday, November 21 at 4:30pm:
Title TBA — Bruce Budd (Zayed
University)

Tuesday, November 22 at 1:30pm:
“Sketch-Based Image Retrieval” —
Golshah Naghdy (UoW, Australia)

Monday, November 28 at 4:30pm:
“A Simulation Analysis to Assess the
Performance of Structural Break
Tests in Co-integrated Time Series”
— Dr Sami Khedhiri (UOWD)

Monday, December 5 at 4:30pm:
“Financial Analysis of
Performance of National Banks
in GCC Countries” — Dr Jamal
Roudaki (UOWD)

For more information about
upcoming seminars, including
abstracts and biographies of the
presenters, please visit the UOWD
Research website
(www.uowdubai.ac.ae/research) and
follow the Research Seminars link.
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Publication Successes (continued)

The paper presents a
“Macroeconometric Model for
an Oil Dependent Economy”.

Dr Sami Khedhiri has written a
paper titled “A Simulation
Analysis to Assess the
Performance of Structural Break
Tests in Co-integrated Time
Series” which will appear in the
December issue of the Middle
East Business and Economic
Review. An additional paper in
which Dr Khedhiri describes
new alternative tests for
parameter stability will appear in
Communications in Statistics in
early 2006.

Dr Lejla Vrazalic and Dr Robert
MacGregor (UoW, Australia)
have had a journal article
accepted for publication by the
Journal of E-Commerce in
Organisations. The paper which
explores the role of gender in e-
commerce adoption is titled “E-
Commerce Adoption Barriers in
Small Businesses and the
Differential Effects of Gender”.

The College of IT has had
further publication successes
following an excellent
performance at the International
Association of Science and
Technology for Development
(IASTED) conferences. Dr
Farhad Oroumchian and his
research colleagues at the
University of Tehran will be
presenting a paper at the
prestigious IEEE International
Conference on Networks to be

held in Malaysia later this month.

The paper is titled “CluSID: a
Clustering Scheme for Intrusion
Detection Improved by
Information Theory”. Dr
Oroumchian has also had
another paper accepted at the
4th ACS/IEEE International
Conference on Computer
Systems and Applications
(AICCSA-06), to be held in
Sharjah next March.

Dr Ghassan Al Qaimari has
had two papers acceﬁted for
presentation at the 5'
International Business
Information Management

Public Lecture

Following the successful
inaugural Public Lecture last
month by Professor Barry
Harper, Dean of Education
at the University of
Wollongong (Australia),
UOWD will host the second
Public Lecture on
Wednesday, November 23,
2005 at 3:30pm. The Public
Lecture will be delivered by
Dr Richard Worth, MP. Dr
Worth is currently the
Member of Parliament for

(© UOWD Technical Report Series... )

We are pleased to announce the establishment of the UOWD
Technical Report Series. This series is aimed primarily at
researchers in the field of IT who wish to present research-in-
progress that is technical in nature. This includes software and
system development and testing, as well as other applied research
in IT. The first Technical Report in the series by Dr Saied Khayat will
be published at the end of November.

Dr Halim Khelalfa has been appointed the Technical Report Series
Co-ordinator. Please contact him if you wish to make a submission

to this new series.

J

Epsom (Auckland) in New
Zealand and the Shadow
Minister of Justice. Previously,
he was the Chairman of New
Zealand’s largest law firm,
Simpson Grierson. Dr Worth is
also the Consul for the
Principality of Monaco in New
Zealand. His lecture will focus
on the legal profession and is

Conference in Cairo next
month. The first is titled
“Increasing Human-Centred
Software Development
Maturity in Software
Development Organizations”
and the second follows in the
theme of usability with the title
“Web Globalization: A
Methodology for Developing
Usable Websites for the
Global Market”.

Dr Halim Khelalfa has had a
book chapter accepted for the
upcoming book “Advances in
Enterprise Information
Technology Security”. The
chapter is titled “Risk
Management: Prevention and
Handling of Malicious Code”.

Finally, the Centre for
Language and Culture has
also been quite active on the
research front. Dr Jenny
Farrell presented a paper at
the TESOL Arabia conference
titled “Critical Literacy: A
medium for learning English”.
Dr Farrell also presented a
joint paper with colleagues
from the CLC titled “Real
language, for real people, in
real classrooms: Aiming for
realistic outcomes in EFL” at
the Dubai Chapter of the
TESOL Arabia Workshop. =

titled “Abetting or Abusing
Clients: The Role of Legal
Professional
Organisations”. m

UOWD Working Paper Series

Four new Working Papers will be published this month. This will
bring the total number of Working Papers to 42. Dr John
Simpson has contributed two new papers to the Series: “A
Revised International Banking Market Model to Include Expert
Political Risk Opinions” and “USA and International Banking
Systems: Have the Effects of 9/11 Dissipated?”. Dr Michael
Willemyns has contributed a paper titled “Cross-Cultural
Communication and Leadership in the UAE”. Finally, Dr Cedwyn
Fernandes and Prof Ajit Karnik have contributed their paper
which presents a “Macroeconometric Model for the UAE: An

Instruments-Targets Approach”.

Contributions to the Working Paper Series are welcome. Please
contact Dr Swapna Koshy, the Working Paper Series Co-
ordinator, if you wish to make a submission to the series. For a
full list of UOWD Working Papers please visit
www.uowdubai.ac.ae and follow the Working Papers link.

rescarch@uowdubai.ac.ae
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‘My Research’ Corner
Associate Professor John Simpson

Beginning in January 2006, a new interaction forum
for staff called Café Research will be organized
fortnightly. The purpose of Café Research isto
provide academic staff with an opportunity to
discuss research and research methodologies with
colleagues in an informal setting. Café Research will
be held in the Staff Lounge on the third floor and a
research paper of general interest will be assigned
every fortnight. Staff can come along to Café
Research and participate in afacilitated discussion
about the paper over a cup of coffee or tea.

Which areas of research are you passionate about and
why?

As an ex international banker | am particularly interested in
areas such as country risk, international banking risk, and
international banking and finance generally. Banks are key
economic agents. They are indirectly involved in monetary
and exchange rate policy implementation. The way that
they are regulated has much to do with international
financial stability. These areas of applied research are
interesting to me.

What would you count amongst your research

=

successes?

A test of modesty but there is not a huge amount to talk
about anyway. Probably the PhD which was a labour of love
for 5 years and went through unchallenged and was gained
from a leading Australian and therefore a global University
(UWA). Apart from that, around 20 international journal
publications in the last 3- 4 years, 20% of which are with
top 20-30%% journals.

Has your research made you rich or famous?

As | said earlier, research for me is basically a labour of
love. However, realistically one still tries to achieve top 1 -
10 % journal publications. This has the potential to make
one rich or famous if that is one® motivation. Certainly
not there yet! Alas fame and fortune have eluded me.

Will your research save the world?

The research output generally is of an applied nature with
an academic leaning. Feedback from readers of the
journals say that the research is useful. You never know.
Something world shattering may come out of it. It is this that
probably keeps us all going.

What's your favourite thing about research?

At the end of the day we are dealing with people. Research
keeps us up to date and enhances lecturing performance
which enables us to better help students. | must say | have
developed a deep liking and respect for Middle East
students and for most of my Middle Eastern academic

colleagues who are pursuing a research path, who seek advice in
research from those qualified to give it, who assist others who are
beginners in research such as PhD students or potential
publishers. | enjoy research interaction with academics who do
their jobs effectively and assertively yet with humility. The
opportunity to add to the body of knowledge is important.

And your least favourite thing?
A journal knock back is hard to take. The up side is that only good
things come out of it if the referees have done their job.

Any funny or interesting stories you can share about your
research experiences?

Many! Recently, | was discussing Knickerbocker® Theory of
Foreign Direct Investment with students seeking examples and
evidence. A potential researcher spent two pages of an exam
telling me about the Theory of Knickers.

Advice for new researchers:

Almost a cliché type answer | guess. The advice is stick at it.
Make mistakes. Learn from the mistakes. Ask questions. | guess
perseverance is the important thing.

What's next for you research-wise?

Apart from about ten papers that are out before referees in
international journals it is my intention to research the cost of a
new surfboard in Perth and the waves along the coast, hopefully
avoiding great white sharks. It is my intention to have more surfs
than Ghengis Khan, as an Australian journalist recently put it. =

SPECIAL MENTION

Associate Professor John Smpson leaves us after three yearsto return to
Curtin University of Technology in Australia. Dr Smpson was the
founding Chair of the UOWD Research Committee and one if the most

research at UOWD was hiswillingnessto provide mentoring to many new
researchers and students. We wish him success as he embarks on his new
(ad)venture and we look forward to receiving a“ heteroskedastic model”
of his surfing performance with the great white sharks on the back of a
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! productive researchers at UOWND. One of his greatest contributionsto
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In Other News

Dr Ghassan Al Qaimari has been
invited to Chair the session on
Usability at the IASTED Human
Computer Interaction (HCI)
conference at which he is also
presenting two papers.

Professor Ronan Reilly recently
paid a brief visit to Florida State
University where he presented no
less than three seminars in less
then a week (in his own words:
“They make you sing for your
supper over there”):

- “Computational cognitive
modelling” at the Department of
Psychology

- “Reading without spaces: Eye
movement control issues in
reading Thai” at the Florida
Centre for Reading Research

-“Glenmore: A computational
model of information processing
and eye movements in reading”
at the Department of Psychology
Colloquium

Dr John Simpson continues to
write the regular column “Banking
on Simpson” for the Emirates
Evening Post.

Dr Jenny Farrell presented a
workshop at TESOL Arabia titled
“Reading . . . fun?! Bringing texts
to life in the EFL classroom”.

Research Resources

Economics and finance
researchers at UOWD will be

Refereed Conferences. CHPs
JOURNALS

The following journals have issued a CFP:

- The International Journal of Business Data
Communications and Networking - www.idea-
group.com/ijbdcn

- Journal of Information, Information
Technology, and Organizations - http://jiito.org

- Journal of Information Science and Technology
- www.jist.info/index.html

- Arab Gulf Journal of Scientific Research —
www.agu.edu.bh/english/scientific/index.htm

- Journal of University Teaching and Learning
Practice — http://jutlp.uow.edu.au

CONFERENCES

Global Finance Conference

26 to 28 April 2006; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Website: www.coppead.ufrj.br/gfc
Deadline for submissions: 21 January 2006

Research Workshops

Due to the joint UOWD/Deloitte workshop held
on November 15, 2005, the Research Workshop
on the same date has been postponed. A new
date will be announced shortly.

Two more Research Workshops are scheduled
to be held this year. The first workshop is a joint
PELT/Research workshop and will focus on the
Teaching-Research Nexus. The workshop will
be held on November 22, 2005 (1:30 to
2:30pm). The second workshop will be held on
November 29, 2005 (1:30 to 2:30pm) and will
present tips for writing successful grant

applications. m

5" Global Conference on Business &
Economics

6 to 8 July, 2006; Cambridge University, UK
Website: www.facultyforum.com/gcbe
Deadline for submissions: 30 November, 2005

For more CFPs sign up for alerts at
www.conferencealerts.com m

The School of Economics and Information
Systems at the University of Wollongong in
Australia has published four new working
papers:

- “Savings, Investment, Foreign Inflows and
Economic Growth of the Indian Economy
1950-2001" by Ritu Verma and Ed Wilson

-“A Multivariate Analysis of Savings,
Investment, and Growth in India” by Ritu
Verma and Ed Wilson

- “Analysing the Trade-GDP Nexus in Iran:
A Bounds Testing Approach” by Mosayeb
Pahlavani

- “The Distribution of Research Performance
Across Australian Universities, 1992-2003,
and Its Implications for Higher Education
Funding Models” by Simon Ville, Abbas
Valadkhani and Martin O@rien

To obtain copies of the working papers

please visit
www.uow.edu.au/commerce/econ/wpapers.html

Newsfrom the Libra ry Library Information Search

pleased to hear that they now
have access to two new
databases: AspectHuntley’s Fin
Analysis and EconData’'s OECD
Economic Indicators and World
Bank Tables.

Fin Analysis is Australia® most
comprehensive source of listed
company financial history and
analysis and provides a 12-year
history of detailed financial
information for all companies
listed on Australian Stock
Exchange. To obtain login
information for this database
please send an e-mail to
research@uowdubai.ac.ae

The OECD Economic
Indicators and World Bank
Tables are available to all staff

Need Help With Your Research?
Are you having difficulties finding
literature in your research area?
Help is at hand! The UOWD
Library offers an Information
Search service to all UOWD staff
at no cost. Upon request, the
Library staff can conduct a search
of the databases and other
relevant resources to find the
information you need. If you
would like to use this highly
efficient and useful service for
your research (or teaching!), a

Request form is available under Address:

“Forms” on the Staff Intranet Universty of Wollongong

(secure.uowdubai.ac.ae). in Dubai

Complete the form and either drop Blocks5 & 15

it off at the Library in person or via Knowledge Village

e-mail (librarv@uowdubai.ac.ae). P.O. Box 20183
Dubai, UA.E

Grant Schemes
Tel:

A new Research Grant Scheme +971 4 3672400

will be implemented in 2006.
The scheme aims to provide
funding support for high quality

Fax:
+971 4 3672760

and students at UOWD. To obtain
a copy of these databases, please
contact the IT Support department
(TechnicalSupport@uowdubai.ac.
ae) and they will install the
required software on your office
PC.m

research projects undertaken at Email:

UOWD and is open to all scholar@uowdubai.ac.ae
academic staff members. More

information about the scheme Editor

will be made available on the Dr. Lejla Vrazalic
Staff Intranet

(secure.uowdubai.ac.ae) next Design & Lay out
month. Check your e-mail for Zeenath Reza Khan

further announcements!m
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